
Welcome to St Peter’s
 ‘Little Griffins’ Department



Little Griffins
(Nursery & Reception)

Welcome to the start of your St Peter’s journey.
Here you will meet new friends and learn how to play, explore and be curious together.

You will have many interactions through play and discovery. You will uncover the
wonderful world of letters, sounds and numbers and start to make sense of
the world around you. You will explore, be creative, learn how to stay safe,

and also how to take risks in your learning, whilst starting to become
respectful and responsible individuals.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”



Little Griffins (Nursery & Reception)

Your child is at the heart of all that we do here at St. Peter’s Primary School.
 We are delighted that you have chosen us to nurture and guide them as they 

embark on their next big adventure - their learning journey. 

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”

As a parent, choosing the right school for your child is no easy task.  But here 
at St. Peter’s you can be sure your child will feel…

safe

respected

happy

inspired

confident

valued



I am absolutely delighted to welcome you to my department 
 St Peter’s Little Griffins!

My name is Mrs Katie Jones and I am the department leader. I 
look after all the children and staff in Nursery and Reception. 

If you ever need anything, I’m here to lead my team in 
supporting & helping you! I hope your time in St Peter’s will be 

full of fun, happiness and lots of success.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”

Welcome / Croeso



Meet our wonderful team
There are lots of people who work in our department.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”

Mrs Chaloner

Mrs Sloan

Mrs Roberts

Mrs Whitfield

Mrs Walsh



Here is an example of our day:
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Please Note:

Our school uniform is a yellow polo top, black school jumper or 
cardigan, and black/grey bottoms.

You can wear any of the following:
- Joggers
- Pull up trousers
- Leggings
- Skirt or dress
- Black shoes WITHOUT laces. Velcro or slip on ones are perfect. 

Our school uniform:

All children have “free flow” to the outside environment. This means the doors to our 
outdoor area are ALWAYS open. If your child feels the cold, please feel free to add 

“layers” during the winter months.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”

Branded school uniform is available from Ram Leisure on the 
Whitegate Industrial Estate
www.ourschoolwear.com



Nursery Children – what to bring to 
school on your first day:
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• A small bag (a gym sack is perfect!)
• 2x spare tops
• 2x spare bottoms
• 4x pairs of underwear
• 2x socks

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE…remember to LABEL everything with 
your child’s name.

If you are staying for ABC, you will also need your lunch.



Please Note:
As staff and busy mums, we don’t go out of our way to intentionally get your 

children messy- but they WILL from time-to-time come home with dirt, paint or 
some form of mess on their clothes. Please, don’t go out & buy the most 
expensive brand of uniform. Our wonderful PTA offer exceptional value

 “pre-loved clothing” and ask for a small donation in return. 

The black pen mark is from the mark making area.
In here I was using my writing and drawing skills.

.

Painting helps to develop my creativity.
Sometimes the paint drips.

Sometimes my uniform might come home wet!
 This means I have been using science & maths in the water area.

The mud kitchen is very messy, but it develops my imagination
& my descriptive language.

The grass stains are where
I have been using my gross motor skills.

This splodge is part of my lunch! 
I am trying hard to use my knife & fork.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”



Other Information
PE- A letter or message will be sent home when these sessions are due to start. All the 

information you need will be included.

Forest School – All pupils will have designated days for exploring our school forest. We aim to 

get the children settled before starting forest school. A letter or message will be sent home with 
all the information you need.

School Apps & Staying Connected:
SeeSaw is used as a “window” into your child’s day – here you will get lots of updates about what 

your child has been learning about & doing in school.
Mrs K Jones will set this up for you & a QR code with instructions will be sent home.

Parent Pay – Once your child starts with us, and is allocated a UPN (Unique Pupil Number), we 
will then be able to get you set up on ParentPay. 

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”



Where We Learn – Our Curiosity Approach

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”

“When the atmosphere inspires and encourages learning, the learning is 

irresistible.”            
     

by Elizabeth Frost

By creating spaces that are 
appealing, continually available 
and familiar to the children, this 

empowers them to be 
independent and learn at a 

deeper level. 



Corners of Curiosity
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Our learning environment will be designed to inspire young children's natural 
curiosity, giving them the opportunities to return to, repeat and extend their 
ideas over time.  



Indoors and Outdoors
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Your child will have access to our outdoor area, our fabulous forest and our 
allotment garden with Farmer Murray!  A member of staff will be on hand to 

observe their play, join in and be ready to celebrate their successes!

Please ensure your child 
has a warm, waterproof 

coat so they are dressed for 
all weathers. Wellies are 

welcome to stay in school 
also.



What your child will learn.
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Areas of learning are split into AOLEs. Within these areas your child will learn the following:
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What we deliver

Our ‘CREATIVE Curriculum’ is child informed & cross 

curricular. 

Here at St Peter’s all our learners are provided with rich opportunities
 to embed the following skills across our

 ‘CREATIVE Curriculum’

Speaking,
 listening, 

reading
 &

 writing skills.

Number &
problem 
solving

in real life 
situations.

Confidence 
when using 

technology in 
our ever 

changing 
digital 
world .

We embrace our rich Welsh culture & heritage. We promote the use of 
the Welsh language in formal & informal settings. 

We have secured the Cymraeg Campus Bronze Award & this year we 
are working towards our Silver Award.

 Our pupils participate in the Urdd Eistedffod each year & our Criw 
Cymraeg are proactive in promoting the use of the Welsh language.

We are so lucky that our wonderful school is set in such spacious, 
green surroundings. We make excellent use of this space in our 

curriculum through; forest school activities, planting, growing & 
harvesting produce, as well as an array of outdoor areas which 

enhance teaching & learning experiences.

We have a wide range of resources which our pupils can 
access in order to fulfil this statutory element of the 

curriculum. We are a ‘My Happy Mind’ school & Health & 
Wellbeing are vital in all that we do.

Other ‘Areas of Learning’ our pupils enjoy are…
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RVE at St Peter’s CiW
Primary. 

(Religion, Values & Ethics).

We are a church school and pride 

ourselves on this. Religious education and 

Christian values have always been integral 

to our daily school life. Our values are 

displayed in every class and are a focal 

point in our whole-school worship. 

• Teaching world beliefs.

▪ Exploring and asking BIG questions.

• Reflecting on our world and our place within it, 

•  Developing an understanding of how our pupils can make a difference.

▪ Following world events and making links to them.

▪ Looking at local and global issues.

▪ Stories, visits and worship.

▪ Reflection.

Our ‘CREATIVE Curriculum’ ensures that RVE, and 
our Christian values, are marbled throughout our 

work. Having a ‘CREATIVE Curriculum’ allows 
RVE to be marbled by…



Topics in a school year are used to organise learning around broad themes. 
This creates a more engaging and meaningful educational experience. They 
allow for a deeper exploration of concepts, connect different subjects, and 

provide opportunities for our children to develop critical thinking and 
communication skills.

Autumn Spring Summer

Topic Name:
 Changes

Topic Name:
Discoveries

Topic Name:
Look out,
 look out!

Autumn, seasonal change, new 
school & new friends

Nature discoveries Pirate adventure

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR WE WILL LOOK AT SEASONAL CHANGES

Our Curriculum Topics 
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How to support your child in Nursery: 
To help your child get a strong start in Nursery this summer you could have a go at:

Toilet training – if your child is in nappies, get them school ready by toilet training.

Learning how to put their own coat on and zipping it up.

Getting their hand muscles strong! Lots of squeezing, pulling
and stretching (play dough is GREAT for this!).

Getting their finger muscles strong (lots of pinching activities).

Playing listening games. This will help them when they need to listen to their 
teachers and friends.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”



How to support your child in Reception: 
To help your child get a strong start in Reception this summer you could help them to:

Recognise their own name.

Recognise some numbers.

Look at how to form letters correctly.

Recognise some letter sounds. 

Learn how to zip their coat up and tie their laces.

Become toilet trained – if your child is in nappies, get them school ready by toilet training.
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Phonics in Nursery & Reception:
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When the children are ready...
They will learn a set of sounds in a particular order. 

We use a phonic scheme called…



Phonics in Nursery & Reception:
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•Set 1

• s  a  t  p

•Set 2

• i   n   m  d

as    at    sat    pat

in     is    it

pin  tip   tap



A flavour of how we teach Phonics:
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Flashcards Songs with actions

Phonic games Building

Mark making

Painting

Sand writing



How we teach letter formations: 
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• Start in the correct place.
• Complete the letter following the 

correct direction.

• CAPITAL letters.
• Start letters in the wrong place.
• Follow the incorrect direction.



Reading:
At St Peter’s we love reading! We encourage our children to pick up a 

book whenever they get a chance. We believe that reading & sharing a book 
with your child is the BEST way to give them a head start on their learning 

journey.

Reading in Reception will begin once initial on-entry observations have been 
carried out. Once this has been completed more information will be sent 

home.

St Peter’s “A creative school family that shines together through God’s love & grace.”
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