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Purpose:

St. Peter’s Church in Wales (Voluntary Controlled) Primary School aims to reflect in its Collective Worship the Christian foundations at the school, the Christian values which underpin all of the work that we do, as well as its Trust Deed.

Collective Worship is seen as a time when the school community come together and strive for a sense of belonging, and a sharing of values in a tangible and physical gathering of the individuals of the school.

In all schools, Collective Worship should:
“aim to provide the opportunity for pupils to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral issues and to explore their own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to, watching and joining in the worship offered: and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values and reinforce positive attitudes”. (Circular 10/94) 	
	We aim in Collective Worship to encourage an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and the promotion of Christian values, which is part of our ethos statement. We hope to achieve this by giving children the opportunity to pray, to reflect, to learn from the Bible and share joy, sorrow and celebration of achievement within the context of the Christian Year.

Objectives:

To provide opportunity to worship Almighty God and his Son Jesus Christ.
To introduce pupils to the practice of prayers, to learn and use the Lord’s Prayer and others, in both English and Welsh, and to write and use their own prayers.
To provide opportunity for pupils to read, recite and participate in worship.
To teach pupils hymns and other spiritual songs for use in worship.
To aid the spiritual and moral development of all participants in the worship.
To acquaint pupils with some of the liturgical forms used in the Church in Wales.
To plan a cycle of themes for worship which reflect the Church’s Year and the major Christian Festivals.
To celebrate the success and achievement of the school and its individual pupils.
To organise occasional services in Christchurch.
To invite visitors, including the vicar to share and conduct worship at St. Peter’s.
To ensure adequate resource materials are available to support the Collective Worship provision. 





Organization of collective worship:

We hold a daily act of collective worship at St. Peter’s Church in Wales Primary School. Such acts take the form of whole-school assemblies, separate progression step assemblies, as well as individual acts of worship within the classroom. Prayers are undertaken in individual classrooms at appropriate times during the normal school day.

			P1/P2 (Nursery-Y3)		P3 (Y4-6)

Monday		            Hall – 9.15			Class 
Tuesday		Class		                        Class
Wednesday		Class   		                        Class
Thursday		Class			            Hall - 2.45
Friday			Hall – 9.15		            Hall - 9.15

We conduct assemblies in a dignified and respectful way. We tell children that assembly time is a period of calm reflection. We regard it as a special time and expect children to behave in an appropriate way. We ask them to be quiet and thoughtful and to listen carefully to the teachings and participate fully in prayer and hymns. We create an appropriate atmosphere by using music and sometimes candles or other objects that act as a focal point for the attention of the children.

All members of staff conduct assemblies, but sometimes local clergy or other representatives of local religious groups conduct them instead.

We take the themes of our assemblies from the Roots and Fruits resources and plan our assemblies based on our 2-year cycle of Christian values taken from this scheme.

Our assemblies reflect the achievements and learning of the children. We encourage the children to participate in assemblies. Assemblies offer an opportunity to acknowledge and reward children for their achievements both in and out of schools. They play an important part in promoting the ethos of the school, which is that all children are valued and all achievements are recognised. St Peter’s Church in Wales Primary School is a successful school and we shall celebrate the successes of all the children in assemblies.

We welcome governors’ attendance at our assemblies at any time.


Resources:
	
A variety of assembly books are held in the Headteachers Office.
A variety of crosses are held in school for use at assemblies.
Candles are lit at assemblies.
Resources linked to the theme/story are utilised.
The presence of a projector and screen linked to a laptop computer allows for a great variety of resources to be accessed from the internet.

Right of withdrawal:

We expect all children to attend assembly. However, any parent can request permission for their child to be excused from attending religious worship and the school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act. 

The headteacher will keep a record of any children who withdraw from collective worship.


Mission Statement: A creative school family that shines together through God’s love and grace.
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